CDE-23 Children With Exceptional Needs             Instructor:  Saovaros Diehl-Hope
Assignment Title:  SPECIAL EDUCATION PRESCHOOL OBSERVATION REPORT
Assignment Instructions:

1. Choose a special education preschool classroom to visit and observe. NOTE:  Due to COVID-19 this may NOT BE FEASIBLE. IF you cannot visit on site, you may request to observe ONLINE during a ZOOM lesson plan/activity if permitted.  You may also request for a copy of the schedule, lesson plan activity and discuss how the activity meets the “Plan” (i.e. IFSP or the IEP)

IF you conduct an on- site observation, prepare to spend approximately 1- 2 hours at the site, total time. PLEASE BE SURE TO HAVE A COPY OF YOUR BACKGROUND CLEARANCE IF YOU ARE CONDUCTING AN ONSITE OBSERVATION OF A PROGRAM YOU ARE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH. 

IF your observation is ONLINE the time requirement would be 1-2 hours as well.

Please contact the administrator and teacher prior to arranging your visit or ONLINE OBSERVATION/INTERVIEW. Let both the teacher and administrator know the requirements of this assignment includes both an interview with the teacher as well as direct observation of the classroom and student/teacher, student/student interaction.  
Please be sure to tell the administrator and teacher that all your observations will be in strict confidence, and that you will change students’ names if you refer to them in your final observation report.

2. To assist in locating a preschool classroom/Program, you may contact your local SELPA director, school district special education director, and/or local Regional Centers to assist in locating programs near you. For your review, this is the LINK FOR THE REGIONAL CENTER THAT CONTAINS ALL CENTERS WITHIN CALIFORNIA: https://www.dds.ca.gov/rc/listings
3. After your observation, complete a written report of your experience, using the outline below.  The observation report should be between 3-5 pages in length.  Each report must address the information listed below and follow the format outlined below. 
4. Lastly, you will complete a VISUAL PRESENTATION of your paper summarizing the information regarding the Program you observed/researched.  The visual presentation may be in the form of a PowerPoint or video with narration that is about 2 minutes in length, maximum of 4 minutes.  You will be uploading both your Paper and your Visual Presentation in Canvas according to the DUE DATE POSTED IN ASSIGNMENTS.  
    FOLLOW THIS OUTLINE EXACTLY…
OBSERVATION REPORT

I. Program Description (4 parts)
a. Describe the children with special needs who are served in this program.  Include in your description the ages of the children and the various types of disabilities the children have. 
b. Identify the number of individuals this program serves, and the teacher to child ratio.
c. Describe the program activities and services provided to the children, as well as services provided to their families.
d. Describe the staff involved in providing services to the children.  Staff includes teachers, instructional aids, other professionals who offer direct service to the children and their families.  When describing the teachers, aides, and other professionals Include the following:
i. Background training and experience 
ii. Required credentials, certificates, degrees, or education
II. Program Observation (2 parts)
a. Describe the activity/activities that you observe.  Include the following information:
i. The type of activity and its overall goal.
ii. The number of students involved in the activity.
iii. How the children were integrated into the activity.
iv. Curriculum and instructional accommodations to assist all students access to the activity.
v. Child-child interactions
vi. Adult-child interactions
b. If you interacted with specific children, briefly describe that interaction.
III. Staff Interview (4 or more questions)
These Four Questions are the minimum questions to ask in the interview.                 If you wish to ask additional questions, feel free to do so: 
a. What are some of the specific goals (behavioral, pre-academic, social, physical, self help) for the children served in the program?
b. In what ways are parents encouraged or required to be involved in the program?
c. What type of school support do you receive to help meet the needs of your program and help all children gain access to the curriculum?
d. What type of collaboration activities do you participate in or initiate?
IV. Identification and Recommendation of Classroom Strategies (2 parts)
a. Identify two strategies you observed being used with the students at any time during your observation.  Reference these two strategies from either the text, class lecture/discussion, class videos, or outside reading. Did the strategies help the student access the curriculum or activity, or promote social, physical or emotional development?  Why or Why not? Were these strategies successful?  If the strategy or strategies were not successfully, explain how you might change them the next time to promote more success for the student. Explain your answer thoroughly and with clarity. 
b. How did the activities support the individualized learning plan (i.e. either the RTI, IFSP or the I.E.P.)  Please indicate if you spoke with the Teacher regarding how s/he is meeting the child’s “Plan”.  
NOTE: The State of California requires that any students working toward the attainment of a credential must observe and participate in special education classes.  
Assignment Evaluation: The questions on the format will be used to evaluate your report. 

Note: In addition to the content of your written report, you will be evaluated based upon the use of correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
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